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1. Please provide a specific description in one page of the proposed action/revitalization plan that 
you are contemplating. What are the goals and objectives of the project? What is the historic 
character of the chosen area? Does the area’s resources have an historic designation? Why was 
the particular area and historic assets chosen? 

 
The City of Danbury is pleased to submit an application for grant funds for a planning study for the 
restoration of the historic Palace Theater at 165 Main Street in downtown Danbury.  The privately-owned 
Theater, built in 1926, is located within the Main Street Historic District and is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places.  The Theater initially hosted live vaudevillian acts and later featured such 
famous performers as Louis Armstrong and Bob Hope.  More recently, it was used exclusively for motion 
pictures until its closing in 1995, although a small portion of it has recently been reopened for special 
events.   
 
Once, the Palace Theater was a major destination for the people of Danbury, the place to go for daytime 
and evening entertainment, generating pedestrian activity and benefitting nearby restaurants and stores.  It 
is our hope to restore the Theater to its former prominence where it can act as a catalyst for historic 
preservation and downtown revitalization and once again provide a regional destination for the arts and 
entertainment.  
 
The Main Street Historic District, which includes the Palace Theater, includes 132 properties listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.  The restoration of the Theater will provide benefits to both the 
community and property owner alike, for maintaining a diversity of historic architectural styles not only adds 
to the visual appeal of the City but can also stimulate private investment in neighboring properties, turning 
marginal areas into viable, economically sound districts. The excitement generated by a fully operational 
Theater will also help retail stores, restaurants and other businesses by attracting patrons and offering unique 
experiences not found elsewhere.  As Christopher Wigren, Deputy Director of the Connecticut Trust for 
Historic Preservation, succinctly put it, “Any kind of attraction benefits every other thing.”   
 
The exterior style of the Theater is modern with colonial revival influences.  Inside, the original chandeliers 
and other period fixtures are suspended in the grand lobby spaces surrounded by Corinthian columns and 
classic revival cornices.  A six foot high statue sculpted in Rome in 1867 of Carrara marble stands as the 
centerpiece.  The Theater has a total capacity of over 1,800 seats and the stage is 34 by 67 feet in size. 
 
Necessary improvements to be assessed include, among others: general interior renovations and repairs, 
including ceilings, walls and floors, bathrooms, dressing rooms, stage rigging and the orchestra pit; 
electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and HVAC upgrading; handicap access, sprinkler systems and 
environmental upgrades; and façade, marquee and entrance restoration.  Less than one quarter of all seats 
are suitable for current use and need to be replaced.        
 
Restoration of the Palace Theater has been a long-standing goal of the City.  The Danbury Plan of 
Conservation and Development, adopted in 2002, included a major recommendation to “…restore the 
Palace Theater as a center for the performing arts.”  That would strengthen previous City efforts to 
revitalize the downtown, efforts which have included downtown redevelopment, streetscape and park 
improvements, enhanced parking, and business recruitment efforts.  In addition, the City provides tax 
exemptions for the restoration of historic properties and has restored the Old Jail for use as part of the Senior 
Center, the old Library as the headquarters of the Danbury Music Centre, and Union Station as a railroad 
museum.  The Architectural Advisory Committee reviews and makes recommendations on new construction, 
alterations and signs, and zoning regulations are in place to ensure that building heights are compatible with 
existing buildings in the Main Street Historic District. 
 
Last year, the Mayor appointed the Main Street Renaissance Task Force to prepare a plan to revitalize the 
downtown, a plan which will include ways and means of promoting business development, housing, 
community activities, contextual urban design and historic preservation.  It will also consider new 
regulations regarding view angles, build-to lines, first floor commercial, design review, demolition delay, 
and the creation of an historic district commission.   
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The Task Force has repeatedly urged the restoration of the Palace Theater as a key component in achieving 
its approved Vision Statement for the downtown:  
 

The downtown will be the primary focus of City life, with a diversity of activities and thriving 
businesses, high quality housing, exceptional urban design, preservation of historic buildings, 
varied entertainment, and a vibrant street life.   

 
The Task Force has recognized a number of planning principles essential for downtown revitalization, 
including, among others, the following which are especially pertinent to the Theater. 
 
• A diversity of activities which bring people downtown, including business, entertainment, community 

facilities and public events, should be encouraged.  Downtown should be “the place to be,” with 
different people doing different things at different times.  

 
• Plans should target areas capable of more intense development, encouraging catalysts which will 

stimulate the creation of centers that attract people and activity and the interchange among them.  It 
should build upon the inherent strengths of the downtown and the opportunities they present for the 
future.   

  
The role of the Palace Theater in helping the City achieve its vision for the downtown cannot be overstated 
and is recognized by others who have worked diligently to promote historic preservation, business 
development, and the arts and entertainment, as attested to by the attached letters from the Danbury 
Museum & Historical Society, the Danbury Music Centre, CityCenter Danbury, the Greater Danbury 
Chamber of Commerce, and a recent editorial of the Danbury News-Times. 
  
Although the revitalization of the downtown will require the efforts of many individuals, businesses and 
non-profit organizations, we believe that restoration of the Palace Theater is a vital first step in that process 
by contributing to the downtown mosaic and by providing inspiration to all.  
 
But, the restoration effort must begin with a planning study that targets four major areas of research and 
analysis, as outlined below.  
 
• Site Analysis.  A description of downtown Danbury, the Main Street Historic District, and the Theater 

site, including the availability of parking, restaurants and other support facilities, with an emphasis on 
the role the Theater can play as a catalyst for downtown revitalization.  

• Needs Assessment.  An analysis of restoration needs for the interior and exterior of the Theater, 
including cost estimates and potential funding sources. 

• Potential Uses and Management.  A preliminary market analysis of the demand for potential users of 
the Theater, requisites for financial viability, and management considerations. 

• Impact on the City and Region.  An analysis of the contributions a fully operational Theater could 
make toward promoting the downtown as the cultural, educational and entertainment destination of the 
City and surrounding region.  This includes an analysis of existing and potential programs that would 
benefit from an outstanding venue and the synergy which could occur among them.  Existing programs 
include, among others, events and performances sponsored by CityCenter Danbury, the Danbury 
Music Centre, the Housatonic Valley Cultural Alliance, and the Connecticut Film Festival.         

 
Our proposal fully meets the criteria of the grant program sponsored through the Connecticut Trust for 
Historic Preservation by (1) restoring a historic and cultural asset in the Main Street Historic District, (2) 
working with non-profit organizations and stakeholders to reflect community interests and promote artistic 
needs, (3) providing a venue for regional programming for the Housatonic Valley, and (4) discouraging 
sprawl by revitalizing our downtown and providing access to the arts and entertainment close to home. 
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2. Briefly outline in one page how the proposed planning will be accomplished and which 
professional consultants you intend to use. Who are the stakeholders? Provide photographs of 
proposed area and attach to application.  Discuss timelines for completion, deliverables and 
action steps you hope to facilitate as a result of the CT Trust project funding. 

 
The City will seek a multi-disciplinary team, including an architectural firm experienced in historic 
architecture and theater restoration and other consultants with experience in environmental assessment, 
market analysis and theater management.  Procedures established by the City for soliciting qualified firms 
include a Request for Qualifications, evaluation, and selection of the best qualified team for the planning 
study.      
 
Stakeholders in the renovation of the Palace Theater include, among others, the following groups and 
individuals who will benefit directly or indirectly from restoration. 
 
• The City of Danbury, long an investor in downtown revitalization and parent organization of the 

Danbury Redevelopment Agency and the Main Street Renaissance Task Force. 
• Joseph DaSilva, Jr., owner of the Palace Theater and adjacent parking and a building which could be 

available for a restaurant associated with the Theater upon restoration and reopening. 
• The Danbury Museum & Historical Society, offering historical displays and archival material on 

Danbury, and which owns and manages the Marian Anderson Studio and the Charles Ives Mansion, 
both once owned by former Danbury residents.  

• CityCenter Danbury, a special services tax district composed of downtown property owners and 
sponsor of the Summer Concert Series on the Danbury Green, the annual Taste of Greater Danbury, 
and many other downtown events.  

• The Danbury Music Centre, the parent organization of the Danbury Symphony Orchestra, Danbury 
Concert Chorus, Danbury Community Orchestra, and more.  

• The Connecticut Film Festival, sponsor of the annual week-long film festival featuring independent 
movies and musical performances. 

• The Housatonic Valley Cultural Alliance, a ten-town regional organization dedicated to linking the 
Housatonic Valley both culturally and artistically to promote economic development.  Sponsor of a 
three-day “Accessible Art” program of music performances and art.  

• The Ridgefield Symphony Orchestra and other local musicians and community theater groups. 
• The Danbury Library, sponsor of a number of events in the arts and entertainment for children.  
• The Greater Danbury Chamber of Commerce, providing services and programs for the local business 

community. 
• Western Connecticut State University and its 6,000 member student body.         
• Downtown merchants, various civic, ethnic and fraternal organizations, and residents.  
 
According to the grant application announcement, the planning study must be completed within nine 
months of municipal selection (September 2009 through May 2010).  We suggest the following preliminary 
milestones. 
 
• Notice of selection.   
• Development of the Formal Work Plan: weeks 1-3. 
• Advertisement and receipt of Requests for Qualifications: weeks 4-6.  
• Interviews and selection: weeks 7-9. 
• Contract signing: week 10. 
• Draft Planning Study preparation: weeks 11-35. 
• Review and comment by team members: week 36. 
• Revisions and presentation of final Planning Study: weeks 37-39. 
 
Deliverables from the consultant will include multiple copies of the final Planning Study, including 
graphics, and a power point presentation for public meetings.  The Study will be used as the basis for the 
subsequent preparation of architectural and engineering plans, project construction and renovations, and 
future programming by a professional management firm. 



 5

3. Amount of funding you are requesting? Will there be other funding sources in the project? 
Please identify. 

 
The City is requesting $ 45,000 in grant funding.   Additional funding will be contributed by the owner, 
Joseph DaSilva, Jr., toward the cost of the study as needed, with an initial commitment of $ 10,000.  See 
the attached letter confirming his contribution. 
 
Due to extreme financial constraints, the City is unable to provide a financial contribution at this time, but 
will provide in-kind services for the administration of the study. 
 
 

 
Photographs: The Palace Theater 

 

 
                  The Palace Theater today 
 

Theater entrance     
 
 
 

Lobby 
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Lobby Statue 
 

 
First floor seating 
 

 
Wall detail  

 
Lobby ceiling 
 

 
Mezzanine 
 

 
Chandelier  
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Photographs: Downtown Danbury 
 

 
                   Historic Main Street Danbury 
 
 

 Palace Walk adjacent to the Theater  
 

 

 
   The Summer Concert Series on the Danbury Green 
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Attachments 
 

• Joseph DaSilva, Jr., July 22, 2009     p.   9 
• Danbury Museum & Historical Society, July 14, 2009  p. 10 
• Danbury Music Centre, Inc., July 14, 2009    p. 11 
• CityCenter Danbury, July 15, 2009     p. 12 
• Greater Danbury Chamber of Commerce, Inc., July 22, 2009 p. 13 
• The News-Times, “Restoring the Palace Theater,” July 17, 2009 p. 14 
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