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Chairman Seabury called the meeting at 7:00PM. In attendance were council members Visconti and

Nero. Also in attendance were Mark Nolan, Friends of Tarrywile; Dave Manacek, Tarrywile Park

Authority;Rick Palanzo, Public Buildings Superintendent; Becky Petro, Tarrywile Park Executive

Director; Dennis Elpern, Director of Planning and Michael Marcus, Chairman of the Tarrywile Park

Authority. Also in aitendance were ex-officio council members, Peter Nero, Michael Haddad, Duane

Perkins, Wanen Levy and Colleen Stanley and members of the public.

Following introductions, Chairman Seabury stated that the purpose oJ the meeting to discuss

Hearthstone Castle and possibly recommend to the Council of the Whole authorization for an

application for a grant in ihe amount of $25,000 with a partial match by the City of Danbury.

Rick palanzo was called upon to start the discussion. The building has a lot of benefit to it, but needs

considerable work. A thorough study was done with some suggested uses for the building. A structural

engineer needs to be engaged to do an analysis no matter what is done with the castle.

Dennis Elpern gave a brief overview of the study performed by the consulting team. lt was determined

that it would colt $+S,0OO to develop engineering plans to stabilize the castle. There was some urgency

in the evaluation because the struclure ii in danger of collapse. The castle is considered an historic

structure and is on the National Register of Historic Structures. The CT Trust for Historic Preservation

has expressed interest in restoring ihe castle. The walls are in pretty good shape but a retaining wall is

in danger of falling affecting the rest of the structure. The study document indicated possible uses

includi'ng a schooi which would be a very unique use and the only type in the slate. The first step would

be to do-the engineering work in order to obtain working drawings and then stabilize the castle.

Upon the request of council member Wetmore, Mr. Palanzo stated that the castle is located off of

Biushy Hill Road, is fenced off and an individual would need to walk into the site.

Council member Visconti requested clarification on grant applications. Mark Nolan stated that there are

several grants available. The study that was performed was very comprehensive and.the- request is

move tolhe next step, to have structural engineering plans in place to secure the castle from further

deterioration and to make it safe. The authoiity wouh then move foMard incrementally, leveraging city

funds with state funds, with Friends of Tarrywile, Tarrywile Authority and members of the business ancl

public community. The Women's Club of Danbury/New Fairfield has adopted the castle for their annual

iundraising effori and would be donating towards this next step. State Representative Esty has

committed to work on federal level to secure funding for the castle.

Dennis Elpern stated that he came to Danbury in 1988 and at that time, the castle was in pretty good

shape, bui over time the inside of the building collapsed due to lack of maintenance. He ended by

stating that if you want a great city you have io do great things and this would be a great thing for the

City.

Upon the request of council member Perkins, Mr. Elpem stated that the castle was a low priority and

maintenance was not funded and addressed. Rick Palanzo stated that the last work done was prior to

the establishment of the Tarrywile Park Authority. Some work was done to stabilize rotting timbers and

roof truss timbers under Mayor Sauer and was probably the last work done. Mark Nolan stated that



r1
$408,000 is needed to stabilize the walls, as the walls stand and it would be a struclure in the woods.

There would be no change in access.

Council member Visconti movecl to approve a $20.000 Erant aoolication to.9t Trust for Historic
Preservation and a commitment from the Gitv for $25,000 match. seconded by council member

Wetmore. Motion passd by unanimous vote.

Council membor Wetmore moved to adiourn at 7:35Pit, seconded by council member Visconti.

Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Gregg Seabury, Chairman

Andrew Wetmore

Fred Visconti


