Redevelopment Parcel — 9-32 Patriot Drive (Skateboard Park)
Monday, November 18, 2013
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Chairman Joseph Cavo called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. on Monday, November 18, 2013, in the
Caucus Room, 3™ Floor, Danbury City Hall, 155 Deer Hill Avenue. Present were Committee members Creg
Seabury and Fred Visconti. Ex Officio Members: Jack Knapp, Michael Haddad, Tom Saadi, Duane Perkins
and Phil Curran, Also present were Mayor Mark D. Boughton; Laszlo L. Pinter, Deputy Corporation Counsel;
Antonio Iadarola, Director of Public Works; Tom Hughes, Construction Services; and, interested parties.

Chairman Cavo introduced everyone present at the meeting and briefly explained the purpose of the meeting.
The Committee was formed to make a recommendation concerning the transfer of title to the property from the
Redevelopment Agency to the City.

Chairman Cavo opened up the floor to Mayor Boughton for further elaboration. Mayor Boughton pointed out
that there have been a few requests made by the residents, in particular, a dog park and a skateboard park. The
Mayor explored the concern at the forefront of the approval of a skateboard park which is liability. He had
discussions with various entities as well as the City’s insurance carrier to understand how to guard against
lawsuits for injuries and liabilities in the park itself, There is no safeguard against lawsuits. However, to
minimize the City’s exposure, the following recommendations were made: do not staff the park; appropriately
erect signs “skate at your own risk”, do not light the park as it tends to create an attractive nuisance, the park
should close at sundown as other parks do, no fencing around the park unless for decorative purposes. The
Mayor has received numerous complaints regarding the damage being done by skateboarders throughout the
City. Parcel 9 (32 Patriot Drive) was the most desirable location and best use of the property as there has been
no interest in the parcel and the cost for remediation is high. In addition, the traffic commission will not
authorize exit on to Patriot Drive and there are elevation concerns elsewhere. It was decided the best use of
the parcel was for the skateboard park as it is across from the ice arena, the skateboarders will have a
centralized location to skateboard removing exposure to further damage throughout the City, the parcel is
located close to public transportation, and the parcel is easily accessible/visible to the police, EMTs and others.
Mr. Iadarola and Mr, Hughes researched the best materials and most popular equipment for the park and took
into account the desires expressed by the skateboarders that met with Mayor Boughton. There were two
particular requests made by the skateboarders: not to allow bikes, scooters or the like in the park and if one of
the boulders unearthed during construction of the park could be reserved and a bronze plaque affixed
dedicating the park to a youth that was killed in a horific accident who was an avid skateboarder.

Mr. Tadarola displayed the propoesed site map of the skateboard park and reviewed it with everyone present.
He explained the various factors needed fo erect a park of this nature. The concrete pad area will be 90° x
100°. The area was decreased slightly in order to be able to invest more money into the quality of the
equipment for lengthier durability. The contractor and the supplier the City is dealing with have provided
tremendous feedback with regard to which pieces have been the most popular in other communities and with
the skateboarders. He discussed the challenges the parcel creates with regard to development. There is an old
brick-lined culvert that runs through the property which was built in the early 1800s. The culvert diverts a
considerable amount of storm drainage to the Still River. In order to preserve the culvert, a top will be created
for the culvert. The existing manhole covers will be converted to grate-style tops which will allow water to go
in rather than taping into the culvert. The contaminated soil will be encapsulated by the concrete pad which is
an environmentally approved method of dealing with the type of contamination that exists on the parcel. The
surrounding area will be covered with 1-2 feet of clean topsoil. There will be a landscaping plan,

Ad Hoc Report Re: Redevelopment Parcel—Monday, November 18, 2013—Page 1 of 2



J 2
Mr. Visconti wanted to know the source of funding for the project. Mayor Boughton explained that funds
would come from recreation bonds and leftover funds in the Contingency Fund. The cost of the project is
estimated to be approximately $150,000, utilizing as many in-house resources as possible as well as possible
donations of materials. Mr. Visconti asked what loss in tax revenue would occur with the construction of a
skateboard park. Mayor Boughton explained that there are is no tax revenue being generated by the parcel and
given the complexity of the site, the possibility of generating tax revenue in the future is not favorable.

Mr. Curran expressed concerns of territorial issues occurring amongst the youths. Mayor Boughton explained
that the City will have a very informal monitoring plan in place but the insurance carrier was adamant that they
do not want the City to have staffing for the park on site. The City will follow what other communities have
put in place.

Mr. Haddad asked if any port-o-potties would be provided. If it appears such facilities will be needed, Mr.
Iadarola will look into it further.

Mr. Saadi asked if there was a need for enforcement to be in place in order to deal with any bikers, etc. Mayor
Boughton expressed a desire to keep the park kid-centered and kid-driven and does not want to impose
anything that would deter the park from being utilized. Over time, any necessary adjustments will be made.

Mz. Perkins asked that a water source be looked into. While Mayor Boughton felt it was a good idea, funding
may not permit one. Mr. Iadarola further explained the cost factors with installing a water source—running a
water line, winterizing the line, etc.

A motion was made by Councilman Seabury and seconded by Councilman Visconti
that the Ad Hoc Committee recommends to the City Council as a whole to approve
the transfer of title to the property (Parcel 9) from the Redevelopment Agency to the
City of Danbury. '

Mr. Visconti asked Mayor Boughton if the matier would return to the Council for
discussion. The Mayor did not feel it was necessary but would be happy to provide
updates. The only action currently needed is transferring of the title.

The motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Councilman Visconti and seconded by Councilman Seabury
that the Ad Hoc Committee be adjourned. The motion passed unanimously at 7:36
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Respectfully submitted,

Joseph Cavo, Chairman

Greg Seabury

Fred Visconti
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