
 
RICHTER PARK AUTHORITY 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING 
MAY 19, 2009 

 
The Richter Park Authority met for a special meeting on Tuesday, May 19, 2009, for the 
purpose of prioritizing capital improvements.  The meeting was called to order by 
chairman, Al Mead at 5:35PM. 
Present were:  Chairman Al Mead, Chris Marano, Len Cagianello, Jean DaSilva, Bob 
Eberhard, John Priola, Jim Blansfield and Leroy Diggs.  Felix Bonacci was asked to fill 
the vacancy position on the authority. 
Also present: Maria Sanyshyn, Rob Dorsch and Ralph Salito. 
 
Jim Blansfield made a presentation at our last meeting regarding capital improvements to 
the clubhouse.  It was decided to meet to discuss these suggestions along with capital 
improvements which were included in the 2009 budget. 
The following budget items are in the present budget: 
 
Cart paths --$150,000.00 
HVAC--$40,000.00 
Roof--$30,000.00 
Drainage on holes 4 & 11--$47,000.00 
Pump station--$30,000.00 
New dump truck--$50,000.00 
 
Mechanical improvements at $75,000.00 were added as result of Jim Blansfield’s 
proposal and combined with HVAC and roof repairs. 
 
After much discussion a motion was made by Len Cagianello, seconded by Bob Eberhard 
to accept the following prioritization. 
 

1. Pump station 
2. Cart paths 
3. Drainage on holes 4 & 11 
4. HVAC, roof and mechanical improvements  
5. Dump truck 

Motion passed unanimously. 
A motion was made to adjourn by Jim Blansfield, seconded by Bob Eberhard.  Meeting 
adjourned at 6:42 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted—Jean DaSilva, secretary 



RICHTER PARK AUTHORITY 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

May 19, 2009 
 
The regular meeting of the Richter Park Authority was held on Tuesday, 
May 19, 2009.  Chairman Al Mead opened the meeting at 7 PM. 
Members present:  Al Mead, Leroy Diggs, Jean DaSilva, Len Cagianello, 
John Priola, Bob Eberhard, Chris Marano, Jim Blansfield.  Felix Bonacci 
was asked to sit in for the vacant position on the board. 
Also present:  Maria Sanyshyn, general manager and Rob Dorsch, golf 
course superintendent and Ralph Salito, head golf professional. 
Chairman’s report 

• Public participation 
           None 

• Approve minutes of previous meeting 
Bob Eberhard made a motion, seconded by Chris Marano, to accept 
the minutes of the April 21, 2009 meeting.  Passed unanimously. 

• Comments/reports 
None 

• Correspondence 
          None 
Financial report (see attached report) 

Glen Nanavaty presented the audited financial statement for the year 
2008.  The audit proceeded smoothly and recommendations were made 
to improve internal control.   Many of these recommendations have 
already been implemented.  Total revenues increased over 2007 by 
$123,000.00. Excess of expenses over revenue was offset by an insurance 
claim and selling of equipment.  After booking of depreciation, there was 
a net loss of $74,000 for 2008.  Net assets were valued at $2,955,000.00. 
 
John Priola, treasurer reported that income is ahead of 2008 by 
approximately $100,000.00.  Golf course maintenance is lower, building 
maintenance is about the same and golf /admin operations is slightly up.  
Income is about $84,000 higher than budgeted for the year to date.  Bob 
Eberhard made a motion, seconded by Len Cagianello to accept the 
treasurer’s report for audit.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Arts association report-(see attached report) 
Mrs. DaSilva will contact Senator McLachlan to request a notification in 
writing concerning the reinstatement of $300,000.00 in the state bond 
request. 



Since the needs assessment will be presented at the next authority meeting 
and she cannot be here, Mrs. DaSilva made a motion to hold the June 
meeting a week later, June 23, 2009.  This is predicated upon the schedule of 
Maria Sanyshyn and the needs assessment presenters.  Jim Blansfield 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
Grounds and greens report-(see attached report) 
Jim Blansfield requested that Rob work on wetland applications with city 
hall.  Rob will begin research to provide plans for placing the new 
maintenance building, new hole 10 and practice facility ready by August. 
Manager’s report-(see attached report) 

• Rounds for April are up by 1500.  A total of 9,000 rounds have been 
played through May 19. 

• The AC in the office complex has been replaced.  The clubhouse is 
being painted.  The new scoreboard is being completed. 

• A problem occurred when Café on the Green/Comcast subcontracted 
workers to replace existing cables for TV.  A conduit was cracked and 
condensation leaked through and damaged our phone system.  A new 
$8600 system had to be installed.  Maria is trying to recover expenses 
through various insurances and claims. 

• Seniors have requested a change from tee times to shot guns.  On 
tournament Wednesdays seniors will use an 8:00 shot gun.  On non-
tournament Wednesdays there will be a 7:00 shot gun.  
Accommodations will be made for paying at the turn so that they do 
not have to arrive so early to check in. 

• There has been a problem with the use by seniors of handicap flags.  
The privilege has been abused.  It was recommended that the officers 
of the senior men’s club be notified to warn members.  It will require 
strong measures but what is right for the golf course needs to be done.  

• Starting June 6 the Saturday lottery and crossover will be 
discontinued.  48 more times become available to everyone in a 
consistent manner.  Less staff will be needed. This is a trial program. 



Richter house report(see attached report) 
Phil Esser an architectural historian reported on the Richter House.  In order 
to be placed on the state Historical Register property must meet one of three 
criteria: 

1. Be associated with historical events or people 
2. Be of architectural or artistic significance. 
3. Archeology (potential) 

The fact that there is a needs assessment ongoing and bonding may be 
available indicates that the chances of being placed on the historical register 
are very good.    
The house has much architectural merit.  A nomination will be completed 
and placed for inclusion on the state register.  This should be done by 
August or September. 
Old business 

• Danbury Amateur 
John Priola reported the committee has been meeting.  Flights were 
determined.  Efforts are being made to attract new and better caliper 
of golfers.  Sponsors and sponsorships are being sought. 
Family and Children’s Aid and WeCahr of Danbury are the 
beneficiary of monies raised in the tournament. 

New business 
 None 
Executive session 
 None 
 
The next meeting will be held on June 23, 2009 at 7 PM.  Jean DaSilva 
made  a motion, seconded  by Bob Eberhard, to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned 
at 8:35 PM 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Jean DaSilva 
Secretary 
 



 
Richter Park Authority Meeting 

 May19, 2009 
Manager’s Report 

 
We have sold passes in April as follows: 
 

Type of Pass ‘09 ‘08 

ID Renewals 412 459 
25 Rounds 6 13 
35 Rounds 4 14 
50 Rounds 3 13 
25 Round Senior 27 41 
35 Round Senior 8 13 
50 Round Senior - 3 
Junior Resident 4 3 
Non Resident 
Renewal - - 

Non Resident 
Limited (50) 1 - 

Non Resident 
Unlimited - 4 

Non Resident Jr. 9 7 
 
Total Revenue from Passes:    $37,832.00 
 

 



 
 
Round Summary 
Total rounds for APRIL are 4,277 up 1,418 rounds from last year (vs. 2,859 
rounds in ’08) Total Rounds through APRIL are 5,714.  To date we have just 
over 9,000 rounds. 
 
 

Category ‘09 ‘08 

Resident 1,487 926 

Senior 112 138 

Junior Resident 71 54 

Non-Resident  1,380 660 

Pass Rounds Resident 309 806* 

Pass Rounds Senior 287  

Pass Rounds Junior 26  

Pass Rounds Non Res 37  

Golf Team 349 275 

League 54  

Tournament -  
Misc 
(Employee/Comp/EZ) 165  

TOTAL ROUNDS 4,277 2,859 
 
Note:  We did not track TYPE of pass round in 2008 so we will only have comparative 
data based upon the TOTAL pass rounds in 2009. 
 
CLUBHOUSE 
The AC in the office/hallway/bathroom was replaced by Donnelly Heating.  This was 
paid with the funds set aside for capital improvements last year (insurance claim 
proceeds)  
 
The telephone system had to be replaced due to water damage caused by a Comcast 
subcontractor.  The cost to replace the system was $8,600.  A claim has been filed with 
Philadelphia Insurance to subrogate on our behalf.   
 
The building is being painted by Spectrum Painting.  



 
The Scoreboard at the back of the 18th green has received its much needed overhaul.  
Thank you to Union Savings for sponsoring these repairs.  An agreement will be drawn 
up for continuance of this sponsorship in subsequent years.  
 
ACCOMMODATING SENIOR GOLFERS 
 
We have worked together and effective this week will be providing them with a shotgun 
every Wednesday on their schedule.  These shotguns will start at 7AM on Non-
Tournament Days and at 8AM when we have a scheduled event and will accommodate 
up to 120 Richter Senior Men’s Club members.  Maintenance on non-tournament days 
will begin AFTER the seniors have completed play and just before regular play begins. 
 
Handicap flag usage is out of control.  While we are happy to accommodate our senior 
community with flags, the vast majority who use them believe it gives them total access 
to go wherever they choose.  We have been very lenient and the privileges that come with 
using a flag are being taken advantage of every day.  I have instructed my staff to curtail 
the improper use and fully expect to hear from some unhappy people.  I ask that you 
assist me in supporting my staff and Rob and his turf crew in our efforts to keep the 
course in the best condition possible.  If you are playing with a senior and can assist them 
with a better way to navigate the course, I would appreciate your doing so. 
 
CROSSOVER and LOTTERY 
 
Effective June 6th, we are going to temporarily suspend the SATURDAY Crossover and 
Lottery.  In addition, we will have tee times beginning at 6:00AM and continuing every 9 
minutes throughout the day.  We are doing this to further evaluate the efficiency of 
operations under both sets of conditions.  Early in the season we allowed for residents to 
make their times without a lottery and one full day in advance of the general public with 
no crossovers.  Under those conditions we have no complaints about the ability to get a 
time, the unfairness of the use of the lottery or delays at the turn.  I am now fielding a 
myriad of complaints.   
 
The number of available times will increase from 240 to 268.  Ample notice will be given 
to all users of the lottery of the temporary change. 
 
 



 
 

RICHTER PARK GOLF COURSE 
GOLF AND GROUNDS STATUS REPORT 

5/19/2009 
 

Mother Nature has decided to once again throw a huge curveball at us 
and we are receiving April’s normal weather in May.  We had what I hope 
is our last frost this morning, but one can never tell.  Growth has really 
picked up the past several days and with the warm weather finally 
coming this week for an extended stay we should see all of our winter 
damage recover.  It has been very slow due to the fact soil temperatures 
have stayed right around 50 degrees.   
 
Thursday we will be putting in our annual plants around the clubhouse 
and will have the area mulched prior to the weekend.   
 
We are currently wrapping up a drainage project on #8 approach and a 
mulch project @ #10 tee.  We have begun lowering our Height of Cut for 
the season on Greens, Tees and Fairways.  The Poa is going through its 
last phase of seed head production and should be done by the end of 
next week.  We are minimizing the severity through the use of growth 
regulators, verticutting and regular topdressing.  We have started our 
Cutless program for the year as we continue focusing on increasing our 
Bent stand.   
 



 


