
RICHTER PARK AUTHORITY MEETING 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2009 
 
In attendance:  John Priola, Bob Eberhard, Al Mead, Len Cagianello, Jim Blansfield, 
Chris Marano, Leroy Diggs, Manager-Maria Sanyshyn and Superintendent- Rob Dorsch 
Absent-Jean DaSilva-regular member, Felix Bonacci and Frank Russo-alternates 
Meeting called to order at 6:03 pm by Chairperson, Al Mead. 
 
Public Session: 
 -Terry Tierney-63 South St-Spoke against sale of $5,000 start times and how it 
takes away benefits of the regular golfer and only benefits those that can afford it.  
Concerned with how it could become a “regular’ budget item in future.  Also spoke 
against adding the $1 Master Plan surcharge to junior golfers. 
 -Kathy Boucher-401 Siena Dr-coach of Danbury High girl’s golf team-Spoke 
against $1 Master Plan surcharge emphasizing that no girl’s teams in Fairfield County 
pay to play. 
 -Jim Tierney-9 Farview Terrace-Spoke against $1 Master Plan surcharge:  high 
school golf should not be charged 
 
Minutes of previous Authority meeting were read and approved with motion and 
second by Chris Marano and Leroy Diggs respectively.  Passed.  Maria will check out 
Freedom of Information Act for rules on emailing draft of minutes in advance of monthly 
meeting to the Authority members. 
 
Chairman’s comments:  Al stated that co-chair, Leroy Diggs will chair the March 24th 
Authority meeting at 6 pm in his absence.  Correspondence dated 2/17/09 from YMCA 
was read requesting lower costs for their outing on 5/11/09. 
 
Financial report-John Priola reported that there was no report ready this month due to 
preparation for the auditor’s arrival. 
Arts Association – In Jean DaSilva’s absence, no report submitted. 
Grounds & Greens- Rob Dorsch reported that: 
 -90% of ice gone, low amount of winter kill, greens have been mostly cleared off 
 -Holes 4 & 11 fairways will be done over next winter 
 -Holding off on projects over $12,000 till year end due to economic climate 
 
Manager’s Report-Maria Sanyshyn reported that: 
 -Start of selling passes on February 23, 2009 
 -Similar year to date revenue as of this time in 2008 
 -Reported changes being made to pro-shop layout, thanked Pete Zeiss for his 
help; electrical updates to locker rooms, traffic accident damage to fence on 4th hole-
hoping to collect from persons’ insurance company 
 -Has scaled back on CT Golfer advertising & negotiated with Golf Magazine in 
exchange for 28 tee times between 10-2 pm on M-Th during the season. 
 -Bob Eberhard asked Maria if we’d ever done “after golf” surveys- Maria has 
been checking it out. 
House Report-Jim Blansfield & Maria Sanyshyn  reported: 

-They’d interviewed 4 final architects and have chosen Paul Bailey and are 
awaiting the CT Trust for Historical Preservation to approve the contract.  By the end of 
March, architects should have plan for the Authority.  Plan costs will be $15,000. 



-Jean DaSilva requested that the Arts Association be able to negotiate their own 
oil prices for the Richter House.  Chris Marano spoke that she was “leery” having the 
Arts “negotiate” on behalf of Richter Park because they don’t know the bigger RPA 
picture.  It would be important they deal with Maria on this.  Jean also asked for help 
with the chandelier and electrical.  Maria and Jim will check this out along with other 
lighting & electrical issues. 
 -Noted that state funding totaling $300,000 at Richter House has been withdrawn. 
 -Hope to have ideas to redo heating system and septic system with eye on long-
term future use 
  
Old Business:   
 -Dog walkers – See guidelines-attached-to be signed by dog walkers.  Per Rob 
Dorsch, very few people are upset with the new policy, only one resident has refused to 
sign and states he will not be coming back.  Motion to approve guidelines made and 
seconded by John Priola and Bob Eberhard respectively.  Passed Unanimously.  
Guidelines have been sent to Mayor’s office for review and endorsement.   
 -Geese issue-Rob now has permit to eliminate 50 geese/month 
 -HVAC concerns in the main building-Jim Blansfield reported that 2 units in the 
building are currently inoperable & need repair.  Fixing them may be impossible and in 
order to replace, we need to look at long term use.  All options are being considered.  At 
the same time there are new roof considerations also.  Will probably be a $50,000 project.  
Will be discussing possibility of maintenance package deal with the City.  Leroy Diggs 
asked what our energy savings would amount to…Jim responded about 15-20%. 
 
New Business:   
 -John Priola reported that the Amateur tournament beneficiary in the past has 
been Hanahoe Clinic which is closing its doors in June.  Tournament committee will be 
considering new beneficiaries.  Consideration should be given to those organizations that 
also support Richter Park and can partner with us to make a bigger event.  Suggestions 
included:  Family & Children’s Aid, RP Junior Golf Camp scholarship, WeCAHR, 
Richter House. 
 -Golf teams, junior golf and the $1 Master Plan surcharge.  Motion was made by 
Chris Marano to rescind the $1 surcharge on junior golfers.  Seconded by Leroy Diggs 
for purposes of discussion.  Currently the surcharge is being added to all tee times.  
Junior golf accounts for about 750 tee times.  Jim Blansfield remarked how this “charge” 
could have been better promoted if called a “contribution” as opposed to a “surcharge.”  
John Priola brought up the cost to the course for junior golfers to be between $24,000-
$36,000 and we’re not asking juniors to help re-coup this.  Additional discussion before 
vote of 6 against and 1 for…motion failed. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 7:40 pm.   Respectfully submitted, Chris Marano in Jean DaSilva’s 

absence.  



 
RICHTER PARK GOLF COURSE 

GOLF AND GROUNDS STATUS REPORT 
2/17/09 

 
 
As winter comes to a close we have directed all of our energy towards 
getting the course ready for opening day.  We have begun the cleanup 
process on the course and will continue as long as we have snow free 
days.  So far to date we have not seen any noticeable winter damage and 
all systems are a go for a great start to the 2009 season.  Last week we 
opened up channels on the Greens to facilitate the snow and ice removal.  
We ended up being totally covered for 45 days before the warming trend 
started. 
 
On a positive note, fertilizer prices are starting to retreat from last 
seasons highs.  They are still almost double the 2007 prices but with any 
luck the margin will continue trending downward. 
 
Next month we will be t-minus 3 days till opening and a comprehensive 
report will be provided.   
 

 
 
 
 



Richter Park Authority Meeting February 2009 
Managers Report 

 
 
 
We began selling passes on February 2nd.  It has been slow but steady and we have sold 
passes to date as follows: 
 

Type of Pass ‘09 ‘08 

ID Renewals 96 165 
25 Rounds 6 6 
35 Rounds 3 4 
50 Rounds 4 2 
25 Round Senior 3 4 
35 Round Senior 2 6 
50 Round Senior  3 
Junior Resident  1 
Non Resident 
Renewal 1 - 

Non Resident 
Limited (50) 1 - 

Non Resident 
Unlimited 

 1 

Non Resident Jr  0 
 
Total Revenue from Passes to date :    $23,790.00 
 

 
 



RENOVATIONS 
 
We have made significant changes to the layout of the Pro Shop including moving the 
counter and relocating the handicap machine from the Grille Room to the Pro Shop.  The 
new design of the pro shop will not only allow for the staff to be able to see the starter 
and the tee, but will also drive traffic through the entire shop and past all of the 
merchandise.  In addition, it will provide Ralph with much needed storage space. While 
we are not completely finished, I want to publically thank Pete Zeiss for his efforts and 
creativity. 
 
In our continuing effort to conserve energy, I had automatic light sensors put in both of 
the bathrooms.   
 
 
GOLF.COM 
 
I have scaled back on the advertising with CT Golfer and we are doing additional online 
advertising with Golf.com.  This is based upon a barter arrangement where we will give a 
total of 28 weekday tee times from April - November which they will sell on the internet 
for no less than $50.   You will be interested to note that 2 times have already been sold.  
In an effort t to preserve cash flow I am currently working on several more advertising 
options that work in a barter-type arrangement. 
 
 
DAMAGE TO PROPERTY 
 
During a car accident earlier this month damage was done to the fence along Middle 
River Road.  We have contacted the party responsible to seek payment for damages. 


